CHAPTER X

THE THIRD MARLBOROUGH

The three Marlboroughs - secret correspondence with Berwick -
its motives - relations with Jacobites - their four phases.

THERE were three Marlboroughs. First, there
was the public figure, the patient, courteous,
inscrutable, ever victorious " Milord." Secondly,
there was the harassed and henpecked private
man, subject to vast fits of depression and actual
physical illness when things did not go right -
the man who appealed, cajoled and threatened,
and abused his enemies in his private corre-
spondence. Thirdly, there was the master in-
triguer who held secret conclaves with French or
Jacobite agents, penned anonymous letters and
spun meaningless phrases of good advice merely
in order to safeguard his own personal position
and property in the event of counter-
revolution.

Never in the whole of Marlborough's life are
his three selves more fully visible in the light of
history than during the year 1708. This was
one of the most glorious years in his military
career. Yet during the same season the Duke
not only had that tremendous fit of depression
at the beginning of the campaign, but was re-
duced to a constant state of worry by the stream
of complaining letters which reached him from
London, He knew that since the Whig
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